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The following data were collected by the Leeds Museums and Galleries and seems to 
be derived from a number of sources. A major source seems to be either the minutes 
of the Leeds Naturalists’ Club and Scientific Association[LNCSA] or the reports of 
their meetings in the press. Comments in [square brackets] have been inserted by 
Richard Middleton during the editing process.  
 
Newspaper Transcriptions reproduced with kind permission of The British Newspaper 
Archive. 
 
1856: [source?] 
Hewetson is interested in birds and wildlife.   Aged 6 he is called out to a field of clover being 
mown, to see a birds nest, but by the time he gets there, magpies have taken the eggs.   This 
starts his lifelong interest in colour, camouflage, adaptation to surroundings etc. 
  
1865: 
Family have moved to Leeds where Hewetson, together with brothers John Angelo and William, 
enters Leeds Grammar School, during the 2nd term. 
  
1868: 
Hewetson enters Leeds School of Medicine. 
  
1873: 
Hewetson becomes a Member of the Royal College of Surgeons. 
  
1874: 
He takes up medical work at first in London, then in Leeds. Marries Eliza Inchbold at St Clements, 
Leeds. 
  
1876: 
Hewetson joins Leeds Naturalist Club and Scientific Association [LNHCSA]. 
  
1877: 
Shows stuffed birds in cases at LNCSA Conversazione. 
  
1878 April: 
Mr Inchbold attends as guest of LNCSA to see microscopial and entymological specimens. 
 
1878 October: 
Hewetson writes to Leeds Mercury abhorring the fashion for ladies to use gilded and glued 
feathers on their hats. (The birds could be used for study). 
  
1879: 
Writes pamphlets - 'Thoughts on Ornithology' and 'Nature cared for and nature uncared for'. They 
are purchased by LNCSA for their library. 
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Hewetson displays cases of stuffed birds at a Yorkshire Naturalists Union exhibition (Snowy Owl, 
Wood Owl, Gannet, Bewick Swan, and Peacock). 
  
1881: 
The family is recorded on the 1881 Census at Hanover Square, Leeds.   Hewetson described as an 
Opthalmic and General surgeon, writer on art, ethics and natural history; 5 children recorded, 
plus a cook, a nurse, a monthly nurse, a housemaid and a governess, Eliza's sister, Emily 
Inchbold. At some time in this period, Hewetson opens a private practice/surgery at Hanover 
Square, so that he can give more personal care to his patients.  (The Spanish tiles and Moorish 
style plaster work, decorating the hallway of the house (now 2 houses) and probably installed for 
Hewetson, is still in place now in the year 2000). 
  
1883: 
Hewetson records that he saw an Osprey soaring over the lake at Charles Waterton's residence, 
Walton Hall. 
  
1885: 
Hewetson is elected president of LNCSA. He successfully negotiates with the Corporation, for the 
use of a meeting room in the Municipal Buildings, as the Philosophical Hall is often not available. 
Hewetson exhibits butterflies he has received from Ohio (From whom?) 
 
1885 May: 
He exhibits an Emerald Bird of Paradise. 
 
1885 June: 
He exhibits iced marked stones and an ice marked mammoth from Holderness. 
 
1885 September: 
Lectures on the East Riding Kitchen Middens.  
  
1886: 
Hewetson is elected president of LNCSA for a second term. 
 
1886 February:  
Lectures and gives demonstration on how to skin and cure a bird. (Extremely popular). Talks 
about developing the tactual facilities in young people. 
 
1886 June:  
Exhibits nest and eggs of a Wood Wren taken from Harewood. 
 
1886 July: 
Gives an interesting and exhaustive account of his visit to Switzerland, illustrated with a large 
number of specimens and his own watercolour paintings. 
 
1886 September: 
Exhibits butterflies (Ornithoptera brookiana from Borneo and Morpho cypris from Bogota) and 
talks about how he captured them.  Refers to colour being due to light refraction from wing 
scales. 
Loaned some paintings, also birds, skins, eggs, etc for the LNCSA Conversazione. 
 
1886 November/December: 
Shot a Great Grey Shrike, a Rough Legged Buzzard, a Great Spotted Woodpecker and Red 
Throated Divers at Easington. 
  
1887: 
Went to the Libyan Desert for a change and a rest. 
Came home via Marseilles and Mentone. 
His friend James Broughton dies suddenly, soon after returning from New Zealand. 
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1887 March: 
Hewetson gives lecture to LNCSA about his recent visit to Pompeii and the 
Mediterranean. Exhibits specimens of pumice, an Augustinian coin, a fragment of mosaic 
pavement and other relics of the ruined city. He notes, on seeing Roman surgical instruments at 
Pompeii, that there is nothing new in the world! He lists shells found in an ancient wine jar (Helix 
aspera, H. vermiculata, H. nemoralis, Bullimus decoratus and Clausilia papillaris). Shows 
watercolour sketches of Cadiz, Tarifa, and Gibraltar. Comments on the wonderful effect of electric 
lighting on orange and lemon trees with both fruit and blossom, in Naples. 
Hewetson loans a collection of polished agates (possibly from the late James Broughton) and a 
set of crystals from St Gottard to the annual LNCSA Conversazione. 
  
1888: 
Hewetson is elected Vice President of LNCSA. 
 
1888 March:  
Gives lecture 'Attractiveness in nature' on bird and animal colour adaptation. The physiological 
aspect causes much interest among the audience. 
 
1888 December: 
Talks on British occurrences of Pallas's Sand Grouse.  
  
1889: 
Hewetson is elected Vice President of LNCSA. 
Elected Fellow of the Zoological Society and of the Linnean Society. 
 
1889 May: 
For the annual Conversazione, he shows specimens of Animated Oats from Mentone in the south 
of France, "gathered two weeks ago" also Trap Door Spiders' nests from the same area. 
  
1890: 
Hewetson is elected Vice- President of LNCSA. 
 
1890 February: 
Visits Egypt (and notes that he shot a bird on the Great Pyramid). 
 
1890 March: 
Exhibits specimens from his visit at LNCSA meeting (living beetles from Ismaelia, a scarabaeus 
with cartouche, found at Zigzag, and scarab beetles from Mentone in the South of France.) 
 
1890 May: 
Issues invites to a special display at LNCSA of exotic butterflies by himself and William Watkins of 
London. 
  
1890 June: 
Acting as guide during an LNCSA visit to the Ruskin Museum, Meersbrook Park, Sheffield, 
Hewetson reads out a letter of thanks from Ruskin. Hewetson received this after presenting 
Ruskin with a beautiful slab of polished, rich brown, onyx-like, calcite (of stalagmitic origin), with 
the core displayed. The letter also referred to a stuffed peacock given to Ruskin by Hewetson. 
 
1890 October: 
Lectures at LNCSA on possible causes of variation in the colour of birds' eggs. Comments that he 
first started collecting eggs when he was 6 years old. 
  
1891: 
Hewetson is elected to the Council of LNCSA. Travels to Morocco 
 
1891 November: 
Lectures to LNCSA on this year's great plague of locusts in Morocco and illustrates his talk with 
specimens and lantern slides. 
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1892: 
(Minutes of LNCSA missing from Sheepscar Archive) 
Hewetson reports seeing 3 Pale Clouded Yellows (butterflies) at Kilnsea, though this sighting is 
challenged by the butterfly experts in the Naturalist.  
  
1892 April: 
Lectures to LNCSA on Morocco (around Tangiers) - its manners, customs, slavery, religion, 
trades, anthropology, general natural history, illustrated by a large series of lantern slides, and 
with photographs recently taken by himself. 
  
1892 August: 
Hewetson present, along with Sir Tatton Sykes, Rev. M Cole, Rev and Mrs Jolley and Mr T 
Boynton at excavations into Barrow 275 of the Calais Wold Group. 
  
1893: 
Writes to LNCSA offering to do a series of papers and exhibits on various rare birds occurring this 
winter in Yorkshire, with remarks by himself and John Cordeaux. 
  
1893 April: 
Special exhibition by Hewetson and John Cordeaux MBOU of Eaton Hall, Retford. Invitation card 
reads - "Notes on the recent occurrence of rare birds in Holderness, including the addition of 2 
new birds - viz: American White Throated Sparrow or Bunting (Zenotrecia albicollis) and Artic 
Redpoll (Tinaria canescens) to the Yorkshire Avifauna; and remarks on starlings which occur on 
the east Coast. 
  
Hewetson shows a series of Purple Headed Starlings, secured in Yorkshire, but which he states 
have migrated from the east. He notes that Starlings tend to flock in separate male and female 
groups. He shows his own watercolour drawing of a White Throated American Bunting, shot by Mr 
Jallard[Jalland?] of Holderness House, Hull. This gentleman had observed it closely for 6 weeks 
and studied its behaviour before shooting it.  
  
Cordeaux, discussing migration, claims that birds are following ancient land lines, now covered by 
oceans. He hopes that Nansen's current exhibitions will cast further light on migration and 
suggests Nansen could ring some birds, which could then be caught again later and 
identified. There is laughter and comments that it would be as much use as sending signals to 
Mars! 
  
1894 April: 
Hewetson and Mortimer discover under a tide demolished barrow on the beach at Easington, a 
double cist made of broad slabs split from the outer shell of the decayed trunk of a willow 
tree. This barrow had been swept away by the waves and its site was at about half tide and a 
considerable way from the very low cliffs. 
  
1894 June: 
Hewetson is asked to present his communication on birds, arranged for this meeting, at some 
future date instead. (Illness? or was it because there were only 4 members present?). Lack of 
members noted at two subsequent summer outings which had been arranged. 
  
1894 November: 
Hewetson unavoidably absent from LNCSA but his paper on fungi was printed in the Leeds 
Mercury. 
  
1895: 
Hewetson donates Guillemot eggs from Flamborough to Leeds Philosophical and literary Society, 
also a Triton shell used as a fog signal by fishermen of Catleen Bay, Gibraltar and a dried 
specimen of a flying fish, (Exocoetus spilopterus), caught by Hewetson's brother, Capt. Hewetson, 
RN off St. Helena.   
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1895 February: 
LNCSA members visit Hewetson at his museum, Mount Pleasant, Easington. Hewetson shows the 
various types of quern stones and describes the methods used by prehistoric man for drilling the 
holes therein. In the evening there is a large gathering in Easington, when he gives an address on 
the history, geology and ornithology of the district. He includes an account of the tumuli he has 
opened, in the neighbourhood and other evidences, including the 'kitchen middens', of the 
existence of prehistoric man. Flint implements had been found in the tumuli "which were probably 
built by a fish-loving people, such as had left their remains in the camps about Kilnsea". Some of 
the remains had been inspected by Mr J R Mortimer. 
"After a great chief was buried, a meeting of the tribes took place, and there and then, with great 
lamentation, implements and weapons were thrown upon his grave, which was, to use a 
Yorkshire expression, "happed up". The coracle of the chief and a vessel, containing food to 
sustain him in a future world were also buried with him". It was interesting to note that similar 
observances to these were carried out by the Matabele and kindred tribes, showing how 
universally prevalent was the belief in another world. 
  
He presents on the screen a number of photographs which recall many scenes of storms and 
wreck that have marred the coast in recent years. The views were mingled with presentations of 
many local worthies and Hewetson expressed warm admiration for the vigorous character of the 
population. 
  
1895 October: 
He gives a public lecture with limelight illustrations, on Morocco and the Moors. 
  
1896: 
Hewetson is elected president of LNCSA 
During 1896/97, he donates to the Philosophical and Literary Society, the wing of a Standard 
Winged Goatsucker, with seasonal elongation of the 9th primary, from Mashonaland. 
  
1896 March: 
Makes major speech proposing an Institute of Science for Leeds. Several versions reported in the 
local newspapers. Speaks of the need for the different branches of science to work 
together. Appeals for a committee and a fund to be set up, to buy premises which would be used 
by all the local scientific societies for a joint library, a public lecture hall and separate meeting 
rooms. 
  
Speaks of the need for the early training of youthful minds in the pursuit of science and 
comments that it would make their lives happier and more useful. Refers to his own son Cecil, 
aged 5 years, able to argue (politely!) with his teacher who told him that there was a man in the 
moon, that it was not a man, but that it was - "Mountains - stinct volcanoes". 
  
1896 March: 
Hewetson in thanking an LNCSA lecturer for a paper on 'mimicry', says that he himself had 
observed colour mimicry in fish during his recent visit to Tenerife. 
  
1896 May: 
He offers to loan his collection of Turner engravings to the Corporation, for a public exhibition.  
Hewetson exhibits specimens of volcanic rocks and lava from Tenerife peak and Santa Cruz. Also 
shown - a Guanche skull, a piece of mummy skin, a bone awl and terra cotta beads from 
Tenerife, a Greater Chameleon from Mid Africa, a Lesser Chameleon from S Africa, Gallots Lizard 
from Madura, and a baby mammoth's tooth from Easington, (Later to be pronounced unique by 
Prof.Newton of Cambridge). 
  
1896 November: 
Hewetson shows his painting of Macqueens Bustard, recently shot at Easington. 
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1897: 
Hewetson is elected President of LNCSA 
Sometime during 1897 he donates a small but valuable collection of Roman and Egyptian 
antiquities to the Leeds Philosophical and Literary Society. Roman items are mainly from 
Ventimiglia, others from Cairo and Old Alexandria. 
  
1897 February: 
Hewetson unable to give his scheduled talk on the Sahara, due to illness. 
  
Mr E Gregory (Vice President of Bradford Scientific Club) in a lecture on the Yorkshire Coast notes 
that Dr Hewetson has occasionally found cinerary urns and flint weapons in the cliffs after rough 
weather. 
  
1897 April: 
Hewetson shows various forms of Helia, found in the Sahara. 
Exhibits items collected for him by an Arab at Turgough near the oasis of Biakra, N. Africa (NB 
Some newspapers refer to the place as Biakra, others as Biskra). These include pre-historic arrow 
heads of common flint and chalchedony, bronze forceps from the tomb of a Roman lady, also a 
bronze fibula. 
  
1897 May: 
Chairing a lecture on gardening in towns, Hewetson criticises local manufacturers for befouling 
the atmosphere of the city until it is almost fatal to plant life. He had signed a petition to the 
government from several northern towns asking that stronger action be taken to combat 
pollution. After the lecture, (by Dr J H Wilson), Hewetson comments that 52,000 trees have been 
planted in the streets of Hull and are being well cared for.  
Hewetson shows again his painting of a rare migrant Macqueen's Bustard, shot at Easington last 
October. After careful comparison it is thought to be a still rarer bird from the Sahara. (A first 
occurrence here). 
  
1897 August: 
Hull [Scientific and Field] Naturalist's Society calls in to see Hewetson's collection at Mount 
Pleasant, Easington, after visiting Philip Loten's museum 'just across the road'. They look at 
Hewetson's quern stones of different types, geological specimens, a large collection of birds shot 
in the Sahara and other parts of North Africa. Also fossils, mammalian remains and antiquities 
from the local vicinity, several relics of ancient Britons among them. 
 
1897 October: 
Hewetson absent through illness. 
 
1897 December: 
A lecture is given by Mr A E H Hamerton on his travels with Hewetson to Biakra (North 
Africa). Detailed descriptions given of landscape and geology etc. They brought back over 100 
bird skins and other specimens.  
  
1898: 
Hewetson is elected Vice president of LNCSA (Cordeaux is President.) 
 
1898 May: 
Hewetson writes to the Yorkshire Post expressing concern about Holderness coastal erosion. 
 
[1898 May 12: *London Evening Standard 

THE INROADS OF THE SEA NEAR SPURN POINT.  
TO THE EDITOR OF THE STANDARD  
Sir, — Reference is made incidentally in The Standard of to-day to the 
inroads of the sea in Holderness. I shall be glad if you will afford me 
space to say a few words on this subject, which I have studied and watched 
for many years - not alone, but in concert with many who, with me, have seen 
the great physical coast-changes which are being wrought under our very 
eyes. Of course, it is well known that from the south end of the chalk 
cliffs of Flambro to Kilnsea, at the base of Spurn Point, the erosion of the 
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coast is ceaseless and unremitting, wearing away the glacial drift, and in 
the sea's irresistible and onward march sweeping away - as it has swept - 
villages churches, farms, and farmsteads. There is but one part. Spurn Head, 
against which, owing to the exercise of the best engineering skill, the wild 
waves lash themselves in vain. Yet not in vain; for the forces of the tides 
are so crossed by groynes that these very forces, which are so destructive, 
are turned into agents whereby the beach is built up and renewed. It is 
essential that the Spurn should be preserved as a protection to the Humber 
Channel, and thus protected it is always being elongated in a south-western 
curve, the drift being deposited on its end.  
At a heavy yearly expenditure this is being very successfully accomplished. 
But I observe a very short-sighted policy, for the sea is gaining ground 
rapidly towards some very low-lying land north of Kilnsea, between what 
remains of this ancient village - whose church, which fell in 1826, is now 
at least a quarter of a mile seawards from the present cliff - and the 
Beacon, which was but a year ago removed inland to save it from being washed 
away. There is but a weak bank which now holds up a shifting beach at this 
point, just south of the beacon. Ten or twelve years since, I recollect the 
sea was two hundred yards away - now it is at and upon it. At high tide the 
land intervening between here and the Humber is considerably below high- 
water, and it has long been evident that, sooner or later, under the 
combined conditions of a high spring tide and a fresh gale from the east or 
north-east, the sea must come through, and cut headlong, a channel across 
this low half mile of land to the Humber - aye, at one sweep - which will 
change the entire physical aspect of the Humber's mouth in a night. I wish 
to draw public attention to this, for my views on this subject are well 
known to a few, and those few in authority, but the "red tape" connected 
with the various interested Boards is paralysing. It is primarily a question 
- seeing it affects the navigation of the Humber - for the Humber 
Conservancy; but it is a question also for the Board of Trade. So hands off!  
The Board of Trade have the protection of the Spurn in hand; but I maintain 
that the enemy is outflanking them, and, by breaking through north of their 
Spurn works, will defeat their aims. Only the other day, in the March gale, 
the sea broke over and flooded a very considerable amount of land. But it is 
not so much the value of the land, which is considerable, or its actual 
loss. which leads me to write, but the imminent danger to the channels 
lending to the great mercantile centres - Grimsby, Hull, Goole - following 
on the fact, that nothing is being done to protect this weak point. The 
engineers are best able to judge how these inroads may be checked, but 
whilst they are discussing whether it be this Board's business or that, the 
onward march of the sea is ceaseless and unremitting. One need not be an 
expert to see that a disaster is imminent, and that soon, and to assure 
those in authority that where now a few groynes skilfully laid would stem 
the torrent of destruction, it would entail an immense expenditure in case 
of the occurrence of such a breach as I describe.  
In your Article you mention one town on the Norfolk coast "whose site is now 
believed to be upwards of two miles seawards. From my observations, I should 
calculate that four miles would better represent the in-roads of the sea on 
the Holderness Coast since the Roman times; and there are towns so far out 
to sea that their names are almost legendary. For instance, one "Upsall," 
due east of Easington, is an example. I have had correspondence from time to 
time with those in authority, and also with the landowners of the districts 
likely to be affected, and one and all agree with me as to the correctness 
of my views; but still nothing is done to avert a disaster, and I can only 
write publicly through your columns, feeling that if the public would only 
cut "the Gordian knot" of "red tape,'' the sea even might be stayed, before 
it works irrevocable damage to the Humber.  
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,  
H. BENDELACKHEWETSON.F.L.S., F.R.G.S.  
11 Hanover-square, Leeds, May 10. 

 
1898 May 20: *London Evening Post 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE STANDARD.  
Sir,— Since I communicated my views to The Standard on the danger to the 
Humber from the sea breaking through near the Beacon at Kilnsea, I have had 
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the opportunity of personally going over that part of the coast southwards 
to the base of Spurn Point, and I find that there is a second spot, about 
two hundred yards south of the old Kilnsea Road— which I had not noticed 
before - where the sea will also inevitably make a breach. The land here is 
very low - in fact, it is dished out - and a sea breaking the last bank as 
it now stands would run across to the Humber in no time. Here the neck of 
land is much narrower than the one I first drew attention to north of 
Kilnsea, and the residents tell me that they consider the danger here as 
great or greater than in the other situation. Most assuredly, with two such 
weak spots, the Conservators of the Humber ought to join with the Board of 
Trade in their timely efforts to avert disaster.  
It is constantly quoted that it is outside the scope and functions of either 
Board to "protect other people’s lands,” but surely they may unite to 
protect such an important waterway as the Humber. In ciose proximity to this 
second weak spot, the tide on the 24th, 25th, and 26th of March last is said 
to have washed twelve yards of cliff away during the gale, and the water ran 
over into the adjoining fields. The great interest which my former letter 
awakened, followed by the important evidence added by the Rev. Maule Cole, 
encourages me to ask you to insert these later observations pointing out the 
double danger.  
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,  
H. BENDELACK HEWETSON, F.L.S., F.R.G.S,  
11 Hanover-square, Leeds, May 12. 

] 
 
1899 March: 
Hewetson moves to Easington in the hope that his health will improve.  
   
1899 April: 
He moves to stay with his aunt at 42 Beverley Road, Hull. 
 
1899 May [13]: 
He died in his aunt's house, his brother John Angelo also being present.   
 


